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Safeguarding African Children Network
We are pleased to invite you to our forthcoming workshop on:

"Child Abuse and Children's Life Chances: The Case of African Children in the UK"

Date and time: 16th September 2009; 13:00- 4.30 

Venue: City Parochial Foundation Offices, 6 Middle Street, London, EC1A 7PH
Guest Speaker: Michael Jervis, Chief Executive of the Damilola Taylor Trust. Mike specialises in developing strategies and operational projects to reduce extreme violence, ranging from gang and gun crime to terrorist recruitment techniques. Mike works to transform passive communities into positive & well planned communities and corporate action.  Residents of Waltham Forest have twice awarded Mike for his transformational work, which assists the community to stand up and assist in developing a safe environment.
The Safeguarding African Children Network has been established by AFRUCA to provide an opportunity for mutual learning and support among African communities and faith organisations working in the area of or interested in the safeguarding of African children in London. The Network also aims to bring to the attention of policy makers and practitioners issues and concerns regarding the protection needs of African children and their own experiences and expertise in addressing them. 
Objectives of the workshop: 
1. Generate in-depth discussion on the various forms of child abuse/maltreatment. 
2.  Critically examine scientific evidence linking children abuse to conduct disorder, criminality, and other ills like poor health and poor performance in education and its relevance to the African community in the UK.

3. Examine the role that African community organisations and faith groups can play to raise awareness on the impact of child abuse on children’s life chances. 
Outcomes:
1. Enhanced understanding of the various forms of child abuse and how they affect African children and their life chances 
2. Increased knowledge of the potential cost of child abuse on the African community 
3. Have explored strategies to raise awareness of the community on the cost of child abuse/maltreatment 
To register for the event and for further information on the Safeguarding African Children Network (SACN), please contact: Justin Bahunga, Policy Officer, AFRUCA. 

Tel: 0207 704 2261, Email: Justin@Afruca.org
Background information 
There is emerging evidence establishing a link between child maltreatment and conduct disorder, poor performance in education etc…
Though there is no hard scientific evidence yet linking the social problems of African communities, such as gun and knife crime, early pregnancies as well as gang rape to child abuse, we think it is quite useful if Africans, as a community, critically examined this evidence in light of the problems that are experienced by African youth in the UK and if need be discuss appropriate strategies to raise awareness of the issue.  

A report released in 2001 by Prevent Child Abuse America estimated that the amount spent annually on treating all of the long-term, indirect effects of child abuse, including special education, mental and physical health care, juvenile delinquency, lost productivity, and adult criminality is over $69.5 billion. 

An investigation carried out in the UK by Sadekie Lyttle, BCc., MSc. Clinical Psychology, Stacey Brodie, Phd. Counselling Psychology also suggests that children and adolescents with a history of abuse are likely to meet the diagnostic criteria for Conduct disorder. The indicators observed include aggression, fighting, threats or attempts to hurts others (including homicidal thoughts), use of weapons, cruelty etc...

http://priory.com/psych/abuse.htm












