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Safeguarding African Children Network
We are pleased to invite you to our forthcoming workshop on:

“Safeguarding African Children Trafficked in the UK”
The Safeguarding African Children Network has been established by AFRUCA to provide an opportunity for mutual learning and support among African communities and faith organisations working in the area of or interested in the safeguarding of African children in London. The Network also aims to bring to the attention of policy makers and practitioners issues and concerns regarding the protection needs of African children and their own experiences and expertise in addressing them. 
Date and time: Monday 14th December 2009; 13:00- 4.30 

Venue: City Parochial Foundation Offices, 6 Middle Street, London, EC1A 7PH

Keynote Speaker: Cherifa Atoussi, Anti-Child Trafficking Officer, AFRUCA. Her role is to empower African children/young people victims of trafficking. In addition she works closely with African community groups and African community leaders to raise awareness on issues of trafficking of African children through workshops and training.  
 Objectives of the workshop: 

1. Generate in-depth discussion on the plight of African children trafficked to the UK.  

2. Examine the role that African community organisations and faith groups can play to raise awareness on the impact of child trafficking in children and society 
3. Examine the role that African community organisations and faith groups can play in taking actions to safeguard African children 
Outcomes:
1. Enhanced understanding of the complex issue and crime of child trafficking
2. Increased knowledge of the potential cost of child trafficking on the African community 
3. Have explored strategies to raise awareness and empower communities to help end this new form of slaver trade.
To register for the event and for further information on the Safeguarding African Children Network (SACN), please contact: Justin Bahunga, Policy Officer, AFRUCA. 

Tel: 0207 704 2261, Email: Justin@Afruca.org
Background information 
According to International Labour Organisation (ILO), there are around the world 12.3 million people in forced labour, bonded labour, forced child labour, and sexual servitude at any given time. Other estimates range from 4 million to 27 million.
In the UK the phenomenon of child trafficking was first noticed in 1995 by social workers in West Sussex Social Services. Young people travelling unaccompanied on flights from West Africa landing at Gatwick Airport would come to claim asylum. Put into the care of Social Services, days or week later, they would disappear from care. Before long, a pattern began to emerge: Girls, mainly Nigerian (but not exclusively) were being trafficked to Europe via the UK to become slave sex workers. A lot of these girls spoken to by social services talked about owing their exploiters huge sums of money which they have to pay back otherwise terrible things would happen to them or their family back home. Since that time, many more cases have come to the fore. These days, child trafficking for many purposes have come to the attention of charities and government agencies across the country. African children are being transported to the UK to be used as slaves in many different ways: domestic servitude, benefit fraud, forced labour, sexual exploitation, witchcraft abuse and illegal adoption. 
Human trafficking means big money: according to the UN, worldwide trafficking is worth between $7 and $10 billion annually. This makes human trafficking the third biggest illicit trade-after drug trafficking and weapons trafficking.

As a community we need to stand up and stop this new form of slave trade. [image: image2]












