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Breaking the Silence:  Addressing Child Sexual Abuse in the Black Community in Manchester.
Venue: Manchester Refugee Support Network

   Phoenix Mill


   20 Piercy Street


   Ancoats


   Manchester
Date: Monday 21st June 2010
Time:  10:00 – 3:00 pm.
About AFRUCA 
AFRUCA – Africans Unite Against Child Abuse is a leading charity promoting the rights and welfare of African children in the UK
The event 
Child sexual abuse happens in all communities with terrible consequences for the victims.  Sexual abuse has a lot of serious negative impact on victims including post traumatic stress disorder, insomnia, low self esteem, sexual dysfunction and other types of regressive behaviour. 
Most child victims are abused by those known to them. Reports indicate that 5% of children aged under than 16 experienced sexual abuse during childhood by an adult stranger or someone they had just met. Almost three-quarters (72%) of sexually abused children did not tell anyone about the abuse at the time. Cawson, P. et al. (2000)
At a recent community event by AFRUCA, participants agreed that the community is in denial about the prevalence of child sexual abuse. The problem is compounded by the serious underreporting due to underlying cultural and religious issues. Considering the horrible impact of sexual abuse on victims, the African community needs to rise up and take action.  
This seminar will explore the issue of child sexual abuse within the African community in the Manchester. It will identify the different ways in which sexual abuse occurs and the impact on victims. It will also discuss the different ways members of the African community can work together to combat the sexual abuse of children.
Themes:

· Child Sexual Abuse in Manchester
· The Internet, Paedophilia and Online Child Abuse

· Gang Rape and Black Youth 
· Witchcraft, Trafficking and Sexual exploitation. 

“We need to speak about it in order to heal ourselves and in order to break the cycle”. “Somebody has to be brave to take the lead and make the step”


Anonymous














