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Breaking the Silence:  Addressing Child Sexual Abuse in the Black Community

Venue: The Diana, Princess of Wales Memorial Fund, The County Hall

 Westminster Bridge Road
London SE1 7PB

Date: Thursday, 11th March 2010.

Time:  10:00 – 3:00 pm.
About AFRUCA 
AFRUCA – Africans Unite Against Child Abuse is a leading charity promoting the rights and welfare of African children in the UK
The event 
Child sexual abuse happens in all communities with terrible consequences for the victims.  Sexual abuse has a lot of serious negative impact on victims including post traumatic stress disorder, insomnia, low self esteem, sexual dysfunction and other types of regressive behaviour. 
Most child victims are abused by those known to them. Reports indicate that 5% of children aged under than 16 experienced sexual abuse during childhood by an adult stranger or someone they had just met. Almost three-quarters (72%) of sexually abused children did not tell anyone about the abuse at the time. Cawson, P. et al. (2000)
Furthermore new UK figures reveal a massive rise in the number of incidents of gang rape with victims getting younger.  There were 93 gang rapes in 2008 in London compared with 36 in 2003/04. According to the Metropolitan Police Service a high proportion of gang rape incidents appear to be carried out by young black men.

Furthermore according to a report by the London Assembly, in Southwark, Lambeth, Lewisham and Haringey more than 70 (7%) out of every thousand girls aged between 15 and 17 are becoming pregnant. That compares with a national rate of 41 (4%) out of every thousand. These are boroughs with a very high concentration of black Africans. Teenage pregnancy can have serious consequences for young people's health and their life chances.

At a recent community event by AFRUCA, participants agreed that the community is in denial about the prevalence of child sexual abuse. The problem is compounded by the serious underreporting due to underlying cultural and religious issues. Considering the horrible impact of sexual abuse on victims, the African community needs to rise up and take action.  
This seminar will explore the issue of child sexual abuse within the African community in London. It will identify the different ways in which sexual abuse occurs and the impact on victims. It will also discuss the different ways members of the African community can work together to combat the sexual abuse of children.
Speakers:

· Donald Findlater, Director Stop It Now! :Child Sexual Abuse in London
· Dr Zoe Hilton, Head of Safeguarding and Child Protection @ CEOP: The Internet, Paedophilia and Online Child Abuse
· Stephen Griffiths, Senior Youth Worker:  Gang Rape and Black Youth 
· Debbie Ariyo Executive Director AFRUCA: Witchcraft, Trafficking and Sexual exploitation. 

To register for this event and for further information please contact: Justin Bahunga, Policy Officer, AFRUCA. Tel: 0844 660 8607, Email: Justin@Afruca.org
For further information about AFRUCA please visit our website at www.afruca.org

“We need to speak about it in order to heal ourselves and in order to break the cycle”. “Somebody has to be brave to take the lead and make the step”


Anonymous














