The Safeguarding African Children Network

The Safeguarding African Children Network was established by AFRUCA to provide an opportunity for mutual learning and support among African communities and faith organisations working on or interested in the safeguarding of African children in London.
The Network aims to bring to the attention of policy makers and practitioners issues and concerns regarding the protection needs of African children and their own experiences and expertise in addressing them. 

Background

In the process of consultation with grassroot organisations on issues related to the safeguarding of African children in London and how to address them, one of the concerns was that the bulk of UK law on Child Protection was too Eurocentric and inadequate in scope to address new forms of abuse including witchcraft abuse and allegations of spirit possession. There was a general realisation that lack of community involvement in policy work and of adequate consultation on policy in regard to safeguarding African children lead to lack of appropriate consideration of the specific needs of Black African children.

One of the recommendations was to create an avenue and opportunity for African organisations interested in child safeguarding issues to inform the policy-making process by providing ideas, lessons learnt and evaluation from their work with African communities.
The establishment of the Safeguarding African Children Network by AFRUCA was to meet this need. It intends to harness the pool of experiences and expertise of grassroot organisations, enable African organisations to strategise and speak with one voice on issues raised and eventually act as conduit where information between the community and statutory agencies is communicated and acted upon. 

Statistics indicate a big number of African children into local authority care, highlighting a need for urgent action to address this growing problem.  AFRUCA believes that African communities as a group have a role to play in addressing this issue and is quite keen at promoting discussion on underlying issues to child abuse including domestic violence, poverty, absence of recourse to public funds and the general plight of refugees and asylum seekers’ children. 

At the first consultative meeting, participants drew up the core values of the Safeguarding African Children Network as well as its objectives.
Members of the network must be committed to the following values:
· Challenge cultural and religious practices that impact negatively on children

· Promote cultural practices that impact positively on children and families

· Promote the welfare and rights of African children 

· Promote family integration and  good role models 

· Promote good practice in safeguarding children among members

· Agree that every child matters
The network would focus on the following objectives:
· Debate and share information, experience and expertise between African organisations and faith groups.

· Agree on joint priorities for action that can contribute to the wellbeing of African children and on ways of implementing them.

· Feed into government policy, ideas gained, lessons learnt from their work in the community on issues that underlie the plight of black African children (exclusion from school, gun and knife crime, underperformance in schools etc)
· Present a unified response to government consultation and public debate on issues regarding the safeguarding of African children.
· Develop strategies for influencing policy and practice
· Link with other African networks to influence policy 
· Promote partnership working among members

The Network holds quarterly meeting where issues of interest to the safeguarding of African children are discussed but also invites statutory agencies to talk about their work so that network members can learn, input and influence accordingly.

We aim at encouraging members to embark on joint research and promote joint research reports, peer support and mentoring for member organisations i.e. funding, resource sharing and organising consultative meetings for young Africans to enable them to adequately input into the work of the Network.
In order to make impact we want to invite as many African organisations as possible to join our network. 
To join please call Justin Bahunga on 02077042261 or e-mail Justin@afruca.org

 

 

